
Year Reception 

Explorers   
Where can we go? What is it like there? Who will I meet? What does Easter mean to Christians?  

Spring 2  

  

Key Content Questions to Discuss 
 
Pirates  
What do pirates look like? What do pirates wear? Where 
do they go? Where do they live?  
 
Oceans  
Where is the ocean? How do we travel on the sea? Do you 
think it would be easy or difficult to travel on it? 
 
Dinosaurs  
When did dinosaurs live? What different types of dinosaurs 
were there? What did the dinosaurs eat? What did the 
dinosaurs look like? What happened to the dinosaurs?  
 
Space  
What is in space? How would I get there? What would I 
need to wear? What would I need to take with me?  
 
Easter  
What does Easter mean to Christians? How do they 
celebrate? What do you and your family celebrate? 
 

Anchor Vocabulary  
 
Pirates/Oceans 
Ship, ocean, pirate, sea, parrots, sail, treasure, map, 
captain, flag, waves, rough, smooth, calm. 
 
Dinosaurs  
Dinosaur, spikes, legs, arm, long, short, tail, eats, bones, T-
Rex, Stegosaurus, Triceratops. 
 
Space  
Space, dark, sun, stars, moon, rocket, food. 
 
Easter   
Easter, Easter egg, cards, church, Jesus, cross. 

Goldilocks Vocabulary 
 
Pirates/Oceans 
Mast, sail, compass, Jolly Roger, telescope, land, crew, 
hook, anchor, deep, shallow.  
 
Dinosaurs  
Herbivore, carnivore, pterodactyl, fossil, extinct. 
 
Space  
Planets, astronaut, gravity, space suit, space shuttle, 
Earth. 
 
Easter   
Christians, new life, celebrate, important, lent. 
 

Step On Vocabulary  
 
Pirates/Oceans 
Dastardly, daring, disgusting, desert island, crow’s nest, 
submarine, direction.   
 
Dinosaurs  
Extinct, volcano, prehistoric. 
 
Space  
Asteroid, comet, constellation, planet names.  
 
Easter   
Hot cross buns, returned, tomb, resurrection. 

Prime Areas:  PSED 
Jigsaw –   Healthy Me 

Physical Development  
Real PE – Balance on a Line and Stance 

   
 
 Understanding the 

World 
Key Knowledge: 

The Natural World  
Children will know the world has oceans and seas. They 
will know how we can travel from place to place.  

Past and Present  
Children will know that dinosaurs are from the past. They 
will have the vocabulary to talk about how the 
environment was different in this time.  
 

People, Culture and Communities  
Children will know Christians celebrate Easter. They will 
know some of the signs of Easter and how Christians 
celebrate.  They will know different families have different 
celebrations and have the vocabulary to talk about what 
their family celebrate and how. 

Expressive Art and 
Design Key 
Knowledge: 

Creating with Materials 
Children will make 3D representations of objects, living 
things or places. Children will know the name of the 
materials they use and their properties, colours and 
shape.  Children will know that materials can be joined. 
Children will explore the different ways to join materials. 
Children will evaluate and amend their creations. Children 
will have the vocabulary to talk about their changes and 
why they have made them. 
 
Activity: create a rocket from junk modelling materials.  

Creating with Materials  
Children will know the names of different collage 
materials and have the vocabulary to talk about their 
properties. They will use this to choose the most 
appropriate material.  
 
Activity: collage prehistoric scene with dinosaurs 
 
 

Music 
Children will listen attentively, move to, and talk about 
music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

  

 


